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Brian D. Teaman

Creating electronic textbooks that
inspire collaboration and coexistence

Mo EENFRS

0JU/0JC began supplying all incoming freshman with iPad
tablets starting in the school year beginning in 2012. We
were one of the first schools in the world to do so. With the
introduction of the iPad came the commitment through the
leadership of President Eiko Kato to produce textbooks that
can be used and read in an electronic format for the iPad.
Up until now, the third year of iPad use here, more than 10
books have been produced with content focusing on global
issues. Most of these books have been produced for English
classes for the first year students. The books fall into roughly
three categories: 1. books which focus on reading, 2. books
which focus on speaking and 3. supplemental books that
focus or writing techniques and general classroom skills
needed to participate in first year English classes.

It is worth mentioning some of the technical aspects of the
eBooks. The term “eBook” designates any kind of book in
electronic form. The iBook technology, however, is Apple
Computer’s proprietary software development platform. The
key advantage of the iBook over other eBook formats is the
ability to include interactivity and media that encourages a
more effective learning experience. Interactivity is provided
through galleries of pictures, video and audio, as well as
review quizzes and other useful features. Since the books are
on a tablet computer, links to internet sources on the web
make the Internet readily accessible to all students as part of
their class and homework activities.

Several professors have played key roles in this development
process. Tamara Swenson has been instrumental in beginning
the process and overseeing much of the production of the
iBooks. David Bramley has been instrumental in providing the
basic concepts that have been used in the “Talking about---”
series. Project 2 member, Steve Cornwell, is now providing a
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lot of the organizational support as the chair of the English
committee liaisons who are responsible for creating the
materials. Other project 2 members Brian Teaman and
Kazuko Tojo are also involved in writing and development of
the iBooks along with several other professors.

In the first year, there are four reading books which are
paired with four books that focus on speaking making a
total of eight books used in the first year. The books focus
on themes that are closely connected with global issues
such as peace, environmental issues and collaboration.
These global issues have been a core of the content-based
approach to teaching and learning English here for more
than ten years. One example is a book of readings entitled
Becoming a Peacemaker: Explorations through Reading and
Discussion which is paired with the speaking and listening

Bacoming & Peacemaker
Exploralions (hrough

Four new eBooks created by
OJU teachers: Becoming a
Peacemaker, Ethics, Values
and Culture, Human Rights,
and Sustainable Futures
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focused Talking about Becoming a Peacemaker. All of these
books have 8 chapters. Each chapter in the book of readings
consists of one short reading of about 500 to 700 words
and one longer reading of 1000 to 2000 words. Along with
the readings are activities that serve to help the student
understand the material and engage in thinking about global
issues. In the “Talking about:--"
listening exercise that is used for practice in listening and
dictation and serves as a core idea by which the chapter is
organized. Many discussion and presentation activities follow
these and help students to learn more about the issues and
how they can be involved. These materials have been created
using this innovative and engaging technology with the goal
of helping students understand their role as citizens of Japan
and citizens of the world and helping to make the world a
more peaceful place to live in.

iBooks, there is one core

Human Rights
Explorations throuagh Sustainable Futunes
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http://www.hiroshima-cu.ac.jp/modules/peace_j/index.php e
office-peace@peace.hiroshima-cu.ac.jp
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