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The Routledge International Handbook of Early Literacy
Education: A Contemporary Guide to Literacy Teaching and

Interventions in a Global Context

Natalia Kucirkova, et al eds, London; Routledge, 2017, 392pp
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RIICC Project 2, Research on Language Learning (RoLL),

has been continuing its work related to language learning
and especially the use of tablet computers in the classroom.
Consequently, RIICC members have been working closely with
other faculty members to play important roles in major revisions
of all the first year English eBooks. This year we also sponsored
three events.

On May 27, 2018, Project 2 co-sponsored the annual Back
To School conference with the Osaka Chapter of The Japan
Association for Language Teaching (JALT). This was our
third year of hosting this conference at OJU. Nearly 100
people attended the conference and participated in about 35
presentations and posters presented by researchers, teachers,
and graduate students from the Kansai area and beyond. RIICC
members Brian Teaman and Steve Cornwell worked with Osaka
JALT President Bob Sanderson in organizing the conference, to
which many Osaka Jogakuin faculty, staff, students, and RIICC
members also attended and contributed to. Several OJU students
and one school group Amigos de Apple also participated in the
conference.

Opening remarks were made by RIICC member and Osaka
Jogakuin University Vice-President Steve Cornwell. Featured
speaker Curtis Kelly of Kansai University gave an invited
plenary speech entitled The Neuroscience and Psychology of
Motivation. In this presentation he gave insights into what he
calls 3L students. Students with low ability, low confidence and
low motivation. He showed how scientific theory and research
contributes to understanding how to better serve these students
in our classrooms. RIICC is tentatively planning to cooperate
with JALT on this conference once again in the Spring of 2019.

The second event was a presentation by Professor William
Acton of Trinity Western University on June 22 on the Osaka
Jogakuin campus. His presentation was entitled Haptic
pronunciation teaching: One method that (almost) fits any
student population! In this presentation he spoke about how
haptic pronunciation teaching (using touch and movement

Brian D. Teaman

systematically) has been shown =
to be effective with a wide range
of learner populations. After a
brief, experiential introduction to

the basics of haptic pronunciation

sting!
levastating!

method, a range of applications
of the system from elementary *"
to adult students of English was S
reviewed. Time was provided for questions from the audience
regarding how haptic can be applied and how it works in other
contexts as well.

The third event was a presentation sponsored by RIICC
project 2 was made by Donna Brinton, an independent consultant
and writer of many books on language teaching. Her presentation
was entitled Achieving Coherence in Content-Based Language
Teaching: Applying the 6 Ts to Course Design. As an alternative
to other types of language syllabi (e.g., the grammatical
syllabus, the notional syllabus, the task-based syllabus), the
content-based syllabus has as its central organizational scheme
themes or topics selected for their relevance to the student
population. In this lecture, she discussed strengths and potential
weaknesses of the content-based syllabus. She then introduced
the latest version of the 6 Ts framework (Stoller & Grabe, 1997,
2017) as a remedy for achieving course coherence. Each of the
6 Ts (themes, topics, texts, tasks, transitions, and threads) were
discussed. Teachers listened intently as this topic directly relates

to revisions we are preparing for first year English classes.

-

~
Research on Language Learning (Project2)
© %80 H B:2018%F5H27H
#  f&#: The Japan Association for Language Teaching ( 2EEBEZHEFR)
54 kL - “Back to School 2018”
EEFEE | Curtis Kelly (BEFEARFHIR )
7@  ®&: “The Neuroscience and Psychology of Motivation”
©%9oOm B B:2018F6H22H
| & & William Acton (Professor of Applied Linguistics, Trinity Western University)
54 kL @ “Haptic Pronunciation Teaching: one method that (almost) fits any student
population!”
© £100 B HF:20184F7H18H
#{ & #F : Donna M. Brinton (a private educational consultant based in Beverly Hills, CA)
94 KU : "Achieving Coherence in Content-Based Language Teching: Applying the 6Ts
to Course Design"
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Student Learning Abroad: What Our Students Are Learning,
What They’re Not, and What We can Do About It

Michael Vande Berg, et al eds, Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, Company,

2012, 455pp

Aaron C. Sponseller

Worldwide, most educators consider study
abroad an incredibly valuable, high-impact learning
opportunity. In what borders on pedagogical
tautology, however, student learning while
abroad is frequently assumed to be an inevitable
product of simply being there. In Student Learning
Abroad: What Our Students Are Learning, What
Theyre Not, and What We can Do About It,
leading researchers in the field of study abroad in
higher education study abroad impact is limited
unless administrators, faculty, and staff have paid
considerable attention to program design.

This highly-influential volume consists of
three sections. In section one, Setting the Stage,
paradigms and assumptions about student learning
abroad, as well as a review of recent research on
study abroad outcomes are presented. Section two,
Foundations of Teaching and Learning, consists of
eight chapters. Highlights are Douglas K. Stuart’s
chapter on Stage Development Theory, Milton J.
Bennett's discussion of the Developmental Model
of Intercultural Sensitivity, and Angela M. Passarelli
and David A. Kolb’s chapter connecting Kolb’s

Experiential Learning Theory to
the study abroad context. Section
three, Program Applications: |
Intervening in Student Learning, - wiaec
consists of six chapters. Each
chapter highlights a program

that implemented some kind of ~ Can]
best practices facilitating student it
intercultural growth during their
time abroad. The editors close the book with six
specific, actionable recommendations for study
abroad program administrators and faculty.

What They're Not,
and W_}_n‘at We -~
Can Do About It

Student Learning Abroad is an absolute must-
read for everyone involved with study abroad,
particularly if they are interested in maximizing
the learning potential of student sojourns. The
actionable advice offered is applicable to both
the students we send abroad as well as those
hosted at our own institutions. The text focuses on
intercultural growth, however language teachers
connected to study abroad will also benefit by
adding this volume to their library. This is highly
recommended reading.
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Dr. Michael Burri

I was born in a small town in New Jersey,

USA, but spent my formative years, including

an undergraduate degree in Electromechanical

Engineering, in Switzerland. My teaching career

began in New Zealand where I completed a

TESOL certificate at Seafield School of English

in Christchurch in July 1999. Since then I've

taught, conducted research, and trained teachers

in a variety of contexts in Japan, Canada, and

Australia. I am now a lecturer in TESOL in the

Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of

Wollongong (UOW) where I teach graduates

courses in phonology, assessment, English

teaching in international contexts, and materials and technology. I am also

a visiting scholar at Osaka Jogakuin University (OJU). Meeting the faculty

members, hearing about their experiences, and discussing their teaching and
research agendas has been a real privilege.

As for my own research, I am currently involved in four projects. The main
study is a continuation of my doctoral research which was awarded the
UOW School of Education Outstanding Thesis Award. My PhD study drew on
language teacher cognition (beliefs and knowledge) to examine the process of
15 graduate students learning to teach English pronunciation. In early 2017
I added a second phase to this study by using narrative frames (Barkhuizen,
2015) to compare the participating teachers’ self-reported classroom practices
with their cognitions formed during the graduate course on pronunciation
pedagogy. A few weeks ago, I was awarded a faculty grant which will enable
to me add a third phase to what is becoming a longitudinal study on the
development of second language (L2) pronunciation teaching competence. In
the coming months I will be visiting the teacher participants and triangulate
classroom observations, interviews, and a student questionnaire to attain
additional insights into the long-term impact of teacher education on the L2
teachers’ cognitions and practices.

I 'am also collaborating with Dr Amanda Baker (UOW) on an examination of
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Michael Burri
Lecturer, University of Wollongong, Australia

the effectiveness of a newly designed Moodle platform for delivering content in
the area of pronunciation pedagogy for both distance and on-campus students.
The objective of the research is to determine whether blended education (a
combination of on-campus and Moodle delivery) and online-only education
(Moodle delivery) are equally effective in preparing students teachers to
become effective pronunciation teachers.

The third project investigates the ways children think about stories and lives
of people in picture books. Dr Jessica Mantei (UOW), Associate Professor Lisa
Kervin (UOW), and I are examining the thoughts of Japanese children about
stories in connection with other stories they know, with things happening in
their own lives, and with things happening in the world. To do this, we are
using a picture book called Mirror by Australian author, Jeannie Baker.

For the fourth project I am collaborating with Brian Teaman and Tomomi
Osuka. We are replicating a Canadian study (Foote, Holtby, & Derwing, 2011)
to survey English teachers in Japan about their current pronunciation teaching
practices. This is an important study in light of MEXT'’s recent drive to improve
the English proficiency of Japanese students.

Conducting research and disseminating the finding are some of the most
enjoyable aspects of my job. Besides several book chapters, book reviews,
conference proceedings, and newsletter articles, my publications have
appeared in English Australia Journal, Australian Journal of Teacher Education,
Journal of Second Language Pronunciation, Modern Language Journal, BC
TEAL Journal, and TESOL Journal. If you would like to keep in touch or know
more about me, you can visit my website at www.michaelburri.weebly.com or
follow me on Twitter @michaelburri.
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