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Haiku in Englsih can be an interesting teaching material.

NAKALI, Hirokazu

Haiku is the most popular poetic form for Japanese people. Why do
we like haiku? A haiku is about daily life. A haiku describes particular
things, often two contrasting things. A haiku records a moment on
enlightenment---a sudden discovery about life. A haiku is usually about
a season of the year, often a haiku contains a kigo, a "season" word.
It is very simple but very profound in meaning. To write a haiku one
must be awake to the world. For when the mind is present and not
asleep or crowded by thoughts, one can see clearly what is really there.
Sometimes this discovery seems like a surprise, although it was there all
the time. This is, I guess, why we like Haiku.

A haiku in Japanese has just 17 syllables: five syllables in lines 1 and
3, seven syllables in line 2. “ }#] " mi-zu-u-mi has 4 syllables, but "lake"
has 1 syllable. So, it is a little torublesome to follow exactly Japane
Haiku style. Why don't we let our students write a 3-short-line poem,
which describes daily situations in a way that gives the reader a brand
new experience of a well-known situation. The best haiku are usually
written from one's real
experience in the moment,
in the here and now.

In addition, it arouses g
our students' intellectual ™
curiosity to research the
image of kigo, how we feel %)
about a kigo. (ex. see the
right figure 1.) 10 ﬂ

A warm breeze flows °
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pushing my papers aside §

LS Winder USA Figure 1: How we feel about spring gale
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A ship in a harbor is safe, but that’s not what ships are built for.
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