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RIICC’s Project 2, Research
on Language Learning (RoLL)
co-sponsored the annual Spring
Back to School Conference
for the 5th consecutive year in
collaboration with Osaka JALT
(Japan Association of Language
- Teachers). Due to the SARS-
COV-2 health crisis the event was held online on May 24,
2020. There were nearly 100 attendees who joined the
online conference and 13 presentations were presented by
teachers and researchers working within Japan and abroad
including China and Poland.

The plenary speaker was Professor Marieta Simeonova
Pissarro, the ESL Director at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas. As a distinguished teacher with concerns for
life-long learning and on-going professional development
in English as a Second Language, program administration,
and Computer Assisted Language Learning, she was an
appropriate speaker as teachers at Osaka Jogakuin and
teachers all over Japan and the world had just begun
their first experience with Emergency Remote Teaching.
Her presentation was called "Designing Master Courses
in English Language Teaching: Online Instruction That

L I
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918 mf e T&2 2R e [T 7V F—va )
2% « EEOMBBIRICDNT] LT, HiEOMEE
DITVLAVAS=IVITERTEREIN: 1772 7—
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WA T 77>V F—&2—FL—=%] (2010, FHh=

Works." In this presentation she discussed the building
blocks of online courses in English language teaching.
She started by reviewing what we know from face-to-
face teaching: the importance of setting student learning
outcomes (SLOs) based on CEFR (“I can” statements),
designing classroom activities, and creating formative
and summative assessments. Her concern was then to
transfer these principles to online English language
teaching. She advocated doing this by using backward
design engineering and ensuring that a master course
sets a standard that can be effectively re-used by multiple
instructors. She described techniques such as multiple,
iterative written and oral learner-centered engagement
opportunities with the course material, the instructor,
and the classmates. Furthermore, she urged creating a
doable weekly workload, providing consistent feedback,
and formative assessments that lead into summative
assessments which demonstrate that SLOs have been
met. Ultimately, this presentation illustrated how learning
(competencies) online is achieved by doing (activities) in
an online environment, and how to design a master course
that works with any instructor every time. This and many
of the other presentations are available at _https://tinyurl.
com/y22bclam
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RIIC invited two outside guest speakers in 2019.

On 27 November, Dr James Gomez, Regional Director of
the Asia Centre (Thailand and Malaysia), introduced the
work of the Asia Centre, a thinktank specializing in human
rights, development, and peace issues in Southeast Asia.
The Asia Centre was established in 2006 in Bangkok,
and has provided an important space for policy oriented
academic research, holding conferences bringing together
academics, government and intergovernmental officials,
and NGO practitioners. The Asia Centre’s publications
include The Universal Periodic Review of Southeast Asia:
Civil Society Perspectives (2017) and National Human
Rights Institutions in Southeast Asia: Selected Case
Studies (2020).

Their current project focuses on hate speech and fake
news inciting racial hatred, in particular in the context of
elections. At his seminar, James noted the increase in hate
speech and fake news in many Southeast Asian countries,
and outlined the legal and administrative measures taken
by Southeast Asian governments. Of course, Southeast
Asia is ethnically and religiously extremely diverse, and
the respective situations of each country meant they faced
different constraints in addressing these issues. Though
hate speech and fake news naturally give rise to legitimate
concerns, the compatibility of many of these government
measures with obligations under international human

rights law are questionable, and James noted that this
would remain a difficult issue for the foreseeable future.

During James’ trip to Japan in November 2019, OJU and
the Asia Centre signed a Memorandum of Understanding,
to further joint research and contribute to international
policy debates. The MOU is notable in that it is OJU’s
first agreement with a solely research oriented institution,
i.e. it does not aim for student exchange with another
university.

On 4 December, Daniel Broudy, Professor of Rhetoric
and Applied Linguistics of Okinawa Christian University,
gave a seminar titled ‘Framing the War on Terror: A
Study of Peace and Security of Okinawa as a Launchpad
to the Middle East’. A former combat veteran himself,
Daniel is committed towards investigating deceptions and
falsehoods manufactured by powerful institutions and
organizations, and besides publishing in academic journals
such as Media Theory, Fast Capitalism, and System: An
International Journal of Educational Technology and
Applied Linguistics, he is also a frequent contributor to
important alternative news sites such as Truthout.

Examining the Global War on Terror and Okinawa’s
emplotting in imperialist war efforts, Daniel noted the
importance of looking closely at both ‘concepts of security
in defense doctrine in both the US and in Japan, as well as
in political communications meant to manufacture public
consent for war’. He argued forcefully that ‘concepts of
security and peace framed by elite power holders and their
mythmakers in the media have become a plague to people
everywhere’, and warned that not only our rights but the
world itself was at risk of destruction through perpetual
war.

In 2017, Daniel co-authored Okinawa Under
Occupation: McDonaldization and Resistance to
Neoliberal Propaganda, an important volume examining
the linkages between cultural conditioning and militarism
in Okinawa. The book is available in the OJU library.
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Second Language Task-Based Performance : Theory,

Research, Assessment

Peter Skehan, Routledge, June2018, 336pp

Task-based learning and teaching (TBLT) has become an
increasingly influential field within L2 research and pedagogy,
with Peter Skehan being one of its most respected researchers.
This volume, which brings together previously published
works of Skehan, is divided into three sections: theory,
empirical work (research), and testing and assessment. Each
section includes articles that have been carefully selected
to include both later and earlier publications, along with a
reflection on the contents of these publications.

Skehan states in the volume that he does not feel task-based
research has a strong enough empirical base to warrant the
term “theory.” It seems strange, therefore, to choose “theory”
as the first section. However, Skehan uses this section to
“explore just how ready we are to theorise about second
language task performance” (p.4). It provides an excellent
overview of ideas underlying task performance. This is
followed by the empirical work section which focuses on two
areas of task-based research — planning and measurement.
The extensive discussion on planning in the reflection chapter

Custance,Imogen

is particularly interesting, while the
discussion of measurement practices (and
challenges) serves as a useful reminder
of the need to have consistency across
research. The final section explores how
ideas from task-based research can, and
should, be applied to testing.

The republished articles and book
chapters themselves are important within
the field, while the reflection chapters add
details and insight that significantly expand on the information
found in the original publications. As a whole, the volume
provides an excellent overview of both Skehan’s work, and
the development of the field of task-based performance
research. The structure of the book, too, lends itself well to
both individuals who are new to the field, and those looking
to review particular areas. While there is a definite focus
on speaking tasks, this is an excellent resource for anyone
interested in task-based teaching and learning research.
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New Directions in Women, Peace, and Security

Soumita Basu, Paul C. Kirby, Laura J. Shepherd
Bristol University Press, July 2020, 280pages @
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Reserch Center for Human Rights
https://www.rchr.osaka-cu.ac.jp/
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