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Applying the Rasch Model: Fuhdamental Measurement

in the Human Sciences 4th Edition
Trevor G. Bond, Zi Yan, and Moritz Heene, Routledge,

2021, New York, NY, 348pp

The Rasch model has gained prevalence among methods of
statistical measurement in recent years. For many researchers of
second language acquisition (SLA), the Rasch model is integral
for both designing studies and analyzing data. The purpose of
Applying the Rasch Model is not only to serve as an introduction
to the model, but as a guide for both designing research as well
as step-by-step instructions for using compatible software with
the Rasch model.

This book describes how other research methods approach
data, such as in qualitative and quantitative studies, and how
critical design and analytical procedures are often overlooked.
In the Rasch model, one of the primary objectives is to improve
the quality of measures through standardized measurement. The
authors discuss how many studies employ nominal, ordinal, or
ratio scales to describe their data, overlooking issues related
to data interpretation. The Rasch model uses an interval scale
(“logits™), in which unit values remain the same. Applying the

TREVOR G. BOND, ZI YAN
AAND MORITZ HEENE

Matte, Barrie
APPLYING THE
RASCH MODEL

Fundamental Measurement

Rasch Model explains in both visual and in | inthe Human Sciences
text how to comprehend data in this way, as
well as providing a means to develop a clear
interpretation of data for researchers to employ
in their writing.

Some of the features included in the book
are a companion website with free software,
data sets, tutorials, PDFs, and worksheets that can be used in
conjunction while reading the book, a very detailed outline of
what the Rasch model is and why it should be used, a description
of important principles of measurement, how to create item sets
and rating scales for measurement, descriptions of the concept
of invariance, Likert scales, and facets, as well as explaining
the requirements for using the Rasch model. This fourth edition
includes expanded and updated chapters throughout the book,
as well as introducing some test procedures for using the Rasch
model with R software packages.

Fourth Edition

Teaching Language Online: A Guide for Designing, Developing,
and Delivering Online, Blended, and Flipped Language Courses

Victoria Russell, Kathryn Murphy-Judy, NY: Routledge, 2021, 281pp

Since early 2020, COVID-19 has forced educators to adapt to
a different mode of teaching. For some, the transition to online
classes was a relatively minor inconvenience. For others, it was
akin to suddenly being tasked with performing brain surgery. With
a spoon.

Even for the technologically-adept, online classes bring several
issues that were not as challenging in traditional face-to-face
contexts: managing student engagement, digital-only delivery
of content and materials, and striking the right balance between
synchronous and asynchronous for every class meeting. Language
courses are arguably not well-suited to online classes due to the
need for interaction, group work, and teacher-monitored tasks.

This timely volume can be read in order but is also organized
such that chapters can be referred to as needed. The first three
chapters discuss general online course design and teaching, and
later specifically address teaching language online and how it
differs from face-to-face instruction. The final two chapters provide
the reader with resources for online professional development and

Wong, Aeric

a review of recent literature. Each chapter ends
with a conclusion, key takeaways, discussion
questions, and suggestions for further reading.

Of particular interest to university language
instructors should be chapter 3, What is Special
About Teaching Language Online? In this
chapter, the authors emphasize communicative
competence and present 10 guidelines for
teaching communicatively along with core
practices for language instruction. Indeed, by pointing out that
“communicative competence should be the overarching goal
of every language course, irrespective of the delivery mode
(traditional, online blended, or flipped),” the authors draw attention
to an occasionally neglected part of language teaching.

This volume is essential reading for language teachers,
particularly given the current state of education. The authors
hope that this book provides educators with the tools necessary to
deliver effective language lessons.
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