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Cross-cultural understanding begins when we welcome people from different cultural backgrounds into our lives and expands when we take steps to
explore the world beyond our own culture. At Osaka Jogakuin University and Osaka Jogakuin College, we know that crosscultural awareness requires
us to interact with people from other countries in Japan as well as overseas.

On campus, the Wilmina International Center (WIC) at Osaka Jogakuin, part of the Center for International Affairs, provides students with opportuni-
ties to meet and interact with students from other countries. This open space for exploring the world and expanding knowledge allows students to begin
their cross-cultural explorations as they meet with international students and learn more about Japanese culture through various events. The center
welcomes students, faculty, and staff interested in promoting international understanding. English is the primary language of WIC, but students are
encouraged to communicate using any language they are studying.

Off-campus international programs encourage students to explore the world. While the past two years were a challenging for everyone because of the
worldwide Covid-19 pandemic, OJU/OJC students still had opportunities to meet and interact with students from other universities around the world in
a variety of online seminars. Now, the faculty and staff at OJU/OJC hope to restart programs paused by the pandemic and open new opportunities for
international exchange. Whether meeting people in other countries, working with them in Japan, or welcoming them to Osaka, the various programs
help students deepen their awareness of international issues, build a base for future studies, and establish a framework to build international
understanding.

Students, faculty, and staff all share in building this international community through participation in various programs and sharing their experiences.
The actual content of each study abroad program varies, but all help to meet the overall goal of the education students are receiving at Osaka Jogakuin —
to help students become more aware of the world and develop their own goals as a global citizen.

Cross-cultural awareness begins at home. Becoming aware of other cultures and able to interact with people from different societies requires
attention to cross-cultural understanding in Japan. We are blessed to live in a city where we have access to people from around the world. The Center
for International Affairs faculty and staff members hope all 0JU/OJC students will take advantage of the varied international exchange programs.
Welcome to OJU/OJC. We hope to help you make the most of these opportunities.
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Tamara Swenson, Ph. D.

Director, Center for International Affairs
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